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Before the 
SURFACE TRANSPOR TATION BOARD 

STB Dockcl No. AB-l000 (Sub-No. 2X) 

GEORGIA SOUTHWESTERN RAILROAD, INC. 
- DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE EXEMPTION -

IN CHAITAHOOCHEE, MARION AND SCHLEY COUNTIE 

STB Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No. 344X) 

CENTRAL OF GEORGIA lUILROAD COMPANY 
- DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE EXEMPTION -

IN CHATTAHOOCHEE, MARION AND SCHLEY COUNTIES, GA 

JOINT NOTICE OF EXEMPT DISCONTINUANCE 

Central of Georgia Railroad Company ("CGA*") and Georgia Southwestern Railroad, Inc. 

("GSWR") (CGA and GSWR arc sometimes jointly referred to herein as "Applicants") hereby 

invoke the Board's class exemption procedures at 49 C.F.R pan 1152 subpan F separately to 

discontinue service over a poition of ihe roughly 33-iiiiIe "IZlIavilIc Line" extending between 

milepost 12 0 at or near Ochillec, Chattahoochee County, Georgia, and milc|X)&i 45.0 near l:llavillc, 

Schley County. Georgia (the "Subjeci Line'*) The Subjeci Line is a ponion ofa CGA-owned rail 

line extending between Ochillec and milepost 61.5 at Amcricus, Georgia, that is leased to GSWR. 

The last local service over the Subjccl Line was prior to December 2008. Also, there has been no 

overhead sci*vice over the Subject Line for at least the past two years. Any potential overhead traffic 

could be transported via other routes. 

I'he Notices of lixempt Discontinuance are being filed jointly pursuant to the rcquircments of 

49 C.F.R. panl 152 subpart f. In accordance with such rcquircments. Applicants hereby state as 
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foi lows' 

I. The exact names of Applicants are Central of Georgia Railroad Company, and 

Georgia Southwestern Railroad, Inc. 

2 Applicants are common carriers by railroad subject to 49 U.S C Subtitle IV, chapter 

105. 

3. CGA and GSWR have each invoked the Board's cla.ss exemption procedures in order 

to discontinue .service over an out-of-servicc railroad line extending between inilcpost 12 0 at or ncai 

Ochillec. Geoigia, and miicpost 45.0 near Ellaville, Georgia. The Subjeci Line pa.s.ses through 

Cliatiahoochce. Marion and Schley Counties. 

4. A detailed map ofthe Subjccl Line is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

5 The rcprcsentative of CGA to whom coirespondence should be sent is' 

Roben A Wimbish 
BAKER &M1LLKR PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Ave . NW 
Suite 300 
Washington. DC 20037 
Tel. (202)663-7824 

The reprcscntative of GSWR to whom correspondence should be sent is 

Eric M. llocky 
Tl lORP Rl-ED & ARMSTRONG. LLP 
One Commerce Square 
2005 Market Strcet. Suite 1000 
Philadelphia. PA 19103 

(215)640-8500 

6 The Subjccl Line to be discontinued traverses ihrough United Stales ZIP Codes 

31806. 31803, 31805, and 31905. 
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7. The notices of exemption jointly pre.sented herein pertain to CGA's and GSWR's 

concurrent propo.sals to discontinue common carrier openiiions over the Subjccl Line Accordingly, 

trail use / rail banking and other public use conditions are not appropriate.' 

8 Applicant proposes to consummate the discontinuance on or after March 20, 2013. 

9. CGA and GSWR ccnify that: 

(a) Neithei has handled local IralTie over the Subject Line in at least two years. 

In addition, neither has handled any overhead traffic over the Subject Line in at least two years Any 

poiential overhead traffic could be transported via other rail routes 

(b) No formal complaint by a user of rail service on the Subject Line, or a state or 

local government entity acting on behalf of such u.ser. rcgarding CGA and/or GSWR cessation of 

.service over the Subject Line either is pending with the Botird or any U.S. District Coun or lias been 

decided in favor ofthe complainant within the two-year penod. 

10 Although no employees of either ol'lhe Applicants will be affected by the proposed 

discontinuance. Applicants rccognis^e that their respective discontinuances of scr\'ice will be made 

subject to the standard employee protective conditions as .sel fonh in Oregon Short Subject Line 

Railroad Co -Abandonment - Go.shen. 360 I CC. 91 (1979). 

11. Becau.se the subjeci notices of exemption pertain to discontinuances of rail .service 

only, no environmental or histonc repon is required.^ 

' See Norfolk Southern Railway Company - Discontinuance of Service Exemption - In Sl 
Joseph andLaPorte Couniics. IN. STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 307X) (serx'cd June 18.2008); 
Everett Railroad Company - Discontinuance of Service Exemption - In Blair County, PA, f^T\^ 
Docket No A B-721X (served November 16.2007): Columbus and Greenville Railway Company -
Discontinuance of Service Exemption - In Greenwood. A-IS, STB Docket No AB-297 (Sub-No 
I03X) (served July 2, 2007). 
' Sec the decisions ciied in footnote 1 
IP0IM390I 
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12. Applicants certify that they have complied with the legal (newspaper) notice 

requirements of 49 CFR. §1105.11. Notice ofthe proposed discontinuances was published on 

Januar>' 16.2013. in the Colitmhiis Ledger-Enquirer. A copy of the proof if publication is attached 

as Exhibit B. 

13. Applicants have complied wnh the advance notice rcquircments of 49 C F.R 

§1152 50(d)(1). A copy ofilie notice dated January 11, 2013, sent to the required governmental 

agencies is attached hereto as Exhibit C. 

For the reasons set fonh above, the Board should determine that the proposed 

discontinuances of .ser\'ice qualify for the use ofthe Board's cItLss exemption procedurcs at 49 C.F.R. 

pan 1152 subpart h', and il should issue the appropriate notice(s) 

Respectfully submiited, 

6i:^7n 
ROBERTA WIMBISH 
BAKER & MILLER PLLC 
2401 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Suite 300 
Washington. DC 20037 
Tel. (202)663-7824 
Pax: (202) 663-7849 

Attorneys for 
Central of Georgia Railroad Company 

Dated January 30,2013 

ERICM IIOCKY 0 / 
TIIORP REED & ARMSTRONG, LLP 
One Commerce Square 
2005 Market Strcet, Suile 1000 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
Tel: (215)640-8500 
Fax:(215)640-8501 

Ailomcvs for 
Georgia Southwestern Railroad, Inc 
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VERIFICATION 

I hercby vciify on behalf of Georgia Southwestern Railroad, Inc . under penally of 

peijury, that the foregoing is true and coireci I'unhcr, I cenify that I am qualified and 

authorized to file this Verification. 

Executed on January 28,2013. 

raid T. Gales, President 

{poifisiai) 



VERIFICATION 

I hereby verify on behalf of Central of Georgia Railroad Company, under penalty of 

perjury, that the foregoing is tnie and correct Funher, 1 ccnify that 1 am qualified and 

authonxed to file this Verification 

Executed on January 23. 2013. 

(j2^yfi/̂ .M^ 
Deborah H. Butler 
Vice-President 



CERTIFICATION 

STATE OF GEORGIA: 

ss: 

CITY OF ATLANTA-

R. A. Bartle makes oath and says that he is General Manager Western 

Region for Norfolk Southern Railway Company ("NSR"); that the Central of Georgia 

Railroad Company ("CGA") line between milepost 0 - 1 2 and milepost O - 45 in 

Chattahoochee, Marion, and Schley Counties, Georgia, over which service is to be 

discontinued, is subject to his supervision and direction, that neither NSR nor CGA has 

handled local traffic over the line for at least two years, that neither NSR nor CGA has 

handled overhead traffic over the line for at least two years; and that overhead traffic. If 

there were any. could be rerouted over other lines; that no formal complaint against 

NSR or CGA filed by a user of rail service on the line or a state or local government 

entity acting on behalf of such user regarding cessation of service over the line either is 

pending before the Surface Transportation Board or any U. S. District Court or has been 

decided in favor of the complainant within the two-year period. 

R. A. Bartle 

Subscritied and sworn to before me 
thisjg;?ay of Jjljrii i7>î J, .-ge^^^oni^ 

otarv Public Notary 

My commission expires 



EXIIIBIT A-MAP 
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EXHIBIT B - NEWSPAPER NOTICE 

{P01C9390} 



f o l l ow US-
i l h 17 W. 12'" Street 

Columbus, Georgia 31901 
P O. Box 711 • Colunibus. Georgia J1902-711 • (706) 324.552(1 Bxl 248 • lei>dlti@leai;ei-ciiquircr.com 

BakcrA Miller, PLLC. 
2401 Pennsylvania Ave. N W 
Washington, D C. 20037 

Ad ID: 2499248 
File - Joint Notice of Intent to Discontinue Rail Service 

To whom It may concern-

This Ls lo ccnify the legal advcrliscmcnt in the above stnted case was published in the 
Columbus Lcdgcr-Enquircr, legal scciion 1 lime ending 01/16/2013. 

Tomcka Grayer, l ^ga l ^d Clerk 

Swom to and subscnbed before me this 
29ianuaw,20l3 

Ciuwli D. .Smith 

C!!.'1I?TI DANIELLE SMITH i 
NOTAK> PUBLIC 

HUSCOGEE COUNTY 
STATE OF GEORGIA 

My Commisaion Expires Apnl 14.2013 

Notary Public, Muscogee Counly, GA 

http://-ciiquircr.com
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' AVRiM'6i,T,RSo;NlQV,' 

Eric M Hocky 
DliociDial?1G640BS23 
Email ahochy0inorpniid eom 

AitoRHrrt «T u w witci 1 BOS 
JniuiaO- l ) , 2 0 n 

TO: Al l Agencies on ihe attnched Scn'icc Lisi 

priistiurun 

WMtttohia 

I H l i i i i . l V i i ^ 

trnooKng 

inciiiltoedft AiiiWiwiB UJ* 
Ono CcinKHca SUIWD 
20BMailwSjwi 
SulDlilOO 
Pti-Ulcl^a PA 1Bi03-7(H1 
ZiSVOBSOO 

KB: STB Docket No. AD-lOOO (Sub-No 2X) 
Georgia Souihwcsicm Railroad, Inc 
- Discniiiiniinncc ol Service l:xenipiion -
In Chaiiahoocliee, Marion and Scliley Cuuiiues, CiA 

STH Dockci No. AIJ-290 (Sub-No. 344X) 
Ccntnil of Georgia KuilroiiU Company 
- Disconlinuance of Suivice Exemption -
In Chniiahoochcc, Marion And Scliley Couniics, GA 

OcnrSii orMndanr 

'II11S Icilei is being sent to you pursuant lo the rcquiicments of A9 C.F K. 
§1 IS2.S0((I), 10 advi&e yuu thai Ccniral of Georgia Railroad Conipniiy ("CGA*')i owner, 
and Geoigia Soulliwe&ierii Railroad. Inc. ("GSWR"j, lessee/operator, plan to jointly seek 
auihon/aiion Irom the Surface Trnnsporuillon Board ('*S'I'I3") for llicir propo.scd 
discontinuances of service over ihe line of railroad described below, by lll ing a joint 
veiifieJ notice uf exemption pursuant 10 the provisions of 44 CI'K Pan IIS2 Subiuirl I*. 
CGA and GSWR expect lo file ihcjoini nonce ofuxcmpiion with Ihc STB on or ahoui 
January 29, 2013, undcrSfB Deckel Nos. AB-290 (Suh-No 3'MX).uhl AB-IOOO (Sub-
No 2X) 

CGA and GSWR wi l l invoke the STB's cxcinpiioii procedures 10 discontnuic 
service ofthe line uf milroad beiweeli inile|]OSi 12 0 at 01 neai Odiillee. and mileposi 
<iS.O neai lilkiville, exu:iiding Ihrough Chaitahoochee, Marion and Schley Counties, 
Georgia (the "Line"). 'Uic Line traverses ihrough Uniied Stales Zl P Cudes 31806, 31803, 
31805, and 31905 A map of the Line is enclosed wilh ihis letter. 

Decau.sc these proceedings would involve ihc discontinuance of common carrier 
service and not abandonmenl of the Line, CGA and GSWR under-staiul that ihc question 
nf wliclher Ihe Line coniains fcdcnilly granted righis-of-way is mapplicahle. and thai the 
Line \^ould nol be suited at this lime fur alteriiaiive public use Any perimenl 
dueunienialion in the railroads' pussessinii wi l l he made available proinpily 10 those 
lequesiiiig i l . 

(l>01GB»4] 
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CGA, Ihc owner of ihc Line, has no current plans lo salvage Ihc inick along ihe 
Line as a result o f disconlinuance 

Very truly yours, 

lloA-y 
Atiomey (oi 
Georgia Southwestern Railroad, Inc. 

Enclosure 

EMII/cdl 

cc* Robert A. Wimbish, 
Alluniey iorCeniial of Georgia Railroad Company 

trailKI24<l| 



A r r o M i i n AT LAW imo i IBBS 
Service List: 

on'ice of Chicfofroresi Service 
U S. Departmeni of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Ave , SW 
Washington, DC 20250-003 

Carol L Coiner 
Geoigia Departmeni of Trans'portution 
Iniermodal Programs Division Dreclor 
600 West I'cachlrcc 
Roum2l7 
Atlanta, GA 30308 

U.S. Depanineni ol llie Inienor-
Naliuiml Park Seivice 

R fCA Program 
l8ilOCSin:et. NW 
(Org code 2240) 
Washington, DC 20240 

Unhed Slates Department of ihc Amiy 
Military' Surface Deploymeni and Disiribiiiion Coniinand 

Transporlation Bngmeenng Agency 
A r i 'N . SD'I'II-SA (Railroads for Nalioiml Defense) 
709 Waid Drive, Building 1990 
S C O U A F B . I L 62225-5357 

PUttbusn 

Wtei*no 

VWrtrngwi 

Pmetmn 

IhOfpRooaAArmilRme LLP 

Ore Corrawfce ScuP'o 

2005 M i k U Siioo; 

Sula 1000 

Ptila(lB!ph3.>V( I81I»-70«1 

2i5e40KKW 

215C40D£0irR. 

(t>DlB4744} 

http://ScouaFB.il




CERTIFICATK OF SERVICK 

I hereby certify ihai on this dale a copy of the foregoing Joint Notice of Exempt 

Oisconlinuance was .served on ihe persons shown on the aiiached list by fiisl class mail, postage 

prepaid. 

J \.^.'2/^-Y^vL*^/-w 
ROBERTA. WlMIi lSl l 

Dated: Januar>'30, 2013 

{poisssgo) 



Scn'icc Li.st for 
STB Dockcl No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 344X) 
STB Ducket No. AB-1UU0 (Sub-No. 2X) 

OlTicc of Chief of Forest Service 
U.S Depanmcni of Agriculluix: 
1400 Independence Ave . SW 
Washington, DC 20250-003 

Carol L. Comer 
Georgia Depanmcni of Transponaiion 
Intel modal Programs Division Dircclor 
600 Wesl Peachirec 
Room 217 
Atlanta. GA 30308 

U.S. Deparimenl of the Inlenor -
National Park Service 

RTCA Program 
l849CSlreci,NW 
(Org code 2240) 
Washington, DC 20240 

United Slates Depanmcni ofthe Army 
Miliiar>' Surface Deploymeni and Disiribulinn Command 

Transponaiion Engineering Agency 
ATfN' SDTE-SA (Railroads for National Defense) 
709 Ward Drive. Building 1990 
Scon AI-B.lL 62225-5357 

(P016g390) 



BEFOKETHE 
SURFACE TRANSI'ORTATION BOARD 

WASHINGTON, DC 

STB Docket No. AB-IOOO (Suh-No. 2X) 

GEORGIA SOUTHWESTERN RAILIU)AD, INC. 
- DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE EXEMPTION -

IN CIIA n AHOOCHEI!:, MARION AND SCHLEY COUNTIES, GA 

STB DOCKET NO. AB-290 (Sub-No. MAX) 

CENTRAL OF GEORGIA RAILROAD COMPANY 
- DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE EXEMPTION -

IN CHArrAHOOCHEE, MARION AND SCHLEY COUNTIES,OA 

EXEMPTION NOTICE 

DRAFT FEDERAL REGISTER 
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 



DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Surface Tmnsportation Bnaid 

IDockct Nos. AB-IOOO (Sub-No 2X) and AB-290 (Sub-No. 344X)| 

Georgia Souihwcsicm Railroad, Inc. - Disconlinuance of Service Exemption - In Chauahoochie. 

Marion and Schley Counties, GA; and 

Central of Geoigia Railroad Company - Disconiinuancc of Service Exemption - In 

Chatiahoochie, Marion und Schley Counties, GA 

Georgia Souihwcsicm Railioad. Inc. (GSWR) and Central of Georgia Railroad Company 

(CGA) jointly have lllcd on January 30. 2013. a verified notice of exemption under 49 C.F.r<. 

pan 1152 subpan F-Exemni Ahandonmcnis and Di.sconlinuanccs of Service and Trackaiie 

Rights to discontinue seivice over the roughly 33-mile "Rllavillc Line" extending between 

mileposi 12.0 at or near Ochillce. Chattahoochee County. Georgia, and milepo.st 45.0 near 

Ellaville. Schley Couniy. Georgia. The line traverses Untied Slates Postal Ser\'ice Zip Codes 

31806, 31803, 31805. and 31905 

GSWR and CGA have certincd that: (1) no local iraiTic has moved over the line for at 

least 2 years; (2) ihere is no overhead irafTic on the line that has been, or would need to be. 

rerouted: (3) no formal complaini Tiled by a user of rail ser\'ice on the line (or by a state or local 

government entity acting on behalf of such user) rcgarding cessation of service over the line 

eiihei is pending with the Surface 'Transportation Bo.ird (Board) oi with any U S District Coun 

or has been decided in favor of complainant within the 2-year peiiod: and (4) the applicable 

requii-emcnis al 49 C T R § 1105.12 (newspaper publication), and 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1) 

(nolicc to govei nmenial agencies) have been met. 



As a condilion to ihis exemption, any employee adversely affecied by the 

di.scontinuances shall be proiecicd undci Orouon Short Line Railroad—Abandonment Portion 

Goshen Branch Bciwcen Firth & Amnion, in Binuham rf- Bonneville Counties. Idaho. 360 I.C.C 

91 (1979). To address whether this condilion adequately protects ulTecled employees, a petition 

for panial revocation under 49 U S.C. ^ 10502(d) must be filed 

Provided no formal expression of inicni lo llie an offer of financial assistance (OFA) has 

been received, these exemptions will be elTcctive on March 20. 2013. unless stayed pending 

reconsideration. Petitions to stay that do not involve environmental issues and formal 

CNprcssions of inieni to file an OFA for coniinued rail ser\'icc under 49 C.F.R. § 1152.27(c)(2) 

must be lllcd by .2013.' Petitions to reopen musi be filed by .2013, 

with Ihe Surface Transponation Boaixl. 395 E Slreet. S.W.. Washington, DC 20423-OOUl. 

A copy ofany pelilion lllcd with the Board should be sent to GSWR's i-epresentativc Eric M. 

Mocky. Thorp Rccd & Amisirong. LLP. One Commerce Square, 2005 Market Strccl. Suile 1000. 

Philadelphia, PA 19103: and to CGA's representative: Roben A. Wimbish, Baker & Millci 

PLLC, 2401 Pennsylvania Ave.. NW. suite 300. Washington. DC 20037 

If ihc joinl verified noiice coniains false or misleading information, the exemptions are 

void ab initio. 

Board decisions and notices are available on our wcbsilc al "WWW.STB D0T.GOV." 

Decided* . 

By the Board. Rachel D. Campbell. Director. Oflice of Proceedings. 

' Each OI-'A must be accompanied by the lllmg fee. which is currently sel at $ 1.500 Sec 49 
C F k. jf 1002.2(Q(25). Because these are discontinuance proceedings and not ahandonmcnis, 
trail use/rail banking and public u.se conditions arc not appropriate. Likewise, no enviionmental 
orhislorieal documcntaiion isrcquircd hcrc under 49 CFR 1105 6(c) and 1105.8(b). rcspectively, 

http://WWW.STB
http://D0T.GOV

